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ually Yours: VR Conferences and Resource 


by Louis M. Brill 


In October 1992, Meckler Conference 
Management produced its annual Virtual 
Reality (VR) conference at the Fairmont 
Hotel in San Jose, California. If the 
conference is any reflection of the VR 
industry, both are in great shape. The VR- 
92 conference presented an excellent 
lineup of panel sessions, speakers and — 


demonstrations. Likewise, the exhibit hall - 


was filled with up to 30 vendors all 
representing some aspect of VR 
hardware, software and assorted 
peripherals, waiting*for some lucky user- 
‘to-be to-take it all in and start hackin’ out 
a virtual enclave of one sort or another. 


The Meckler conference, as it does every 
year, presented an exhaustive subject 
overview of what's going on in virtual 
reality. As always, the first session 
included an all-day introduction and 
orientation with discussions about 
appropriate VR technological and 
market-driven applications. The following 
days were technical sessions dealing 

with hardware and software issues of 
managing VR systems. Other sessions 
dealt with applications in entertainment, 
medicine, military and financial analysis. 


In essence, VR is likely to become an 
extended communication process - 
incorporating aspects of telephones, film, 
television and theater into a new 
medium, that of cyberspace. With this 
kind of mix creating a completely new 
communications medium, Marshall 
Mcluhan would have had a field day 
trying to figure out what VR is all about, 
let alone worrying about whether it’s a 
“hot” or “cold” medium. Perhaps the 
easiest summary of VR was describing it 
‘as the mother of all graphic design 
applications for creating immersive 
electronic playgrounds. 


VR is about building worlds and 
exploring them. How does one begin the 
long road of building graphic riches: 
with plug and patch modules for visiting 
cyberspace? Perhaps the single most 
helpful exhibitor in this regard at the 
whole conference was an outofway VR 
publisher printing “signposts” to the cyber 
realm. Gradecki Publishing is producing 
an ongoing magazine titled PCVR which 
lays out all the design and programming 
specifications of homebrew VR. 
Essentially, publisher Joseph Gradecki 
has created the equivalent of Popular 


Science for VR. In various issues he 
describes do-ityourself projects for 
connecting Sega 3-D glasses and Mattel 
Powergloves to an IBM PC, various ways 
of building head mounted displays, and 
creating worlds of wonder to get started 
in. 


If getting a more specific grip on VR is 
important, and networking is your thing, 
check out the San Francisco Bay Area 
Virtual Reality group, otherwise known as 
VRG. Meeting on the first Thursday of 
every month, it's a freefall romp through 


cyberland where technoids of ‘every 


stripe and ilk gather to consider the 
possibilities and opportunities of the 
cyber realm. At the last meeting over 50 
people showed up, most already 
involved in some form of VR and if not, at 
least looking at VRG as a way to find out 
what's happening. There were at least 
two VR system demonstrations presented 
at the meeting. 


If you're looking for detailed discussions 
of what this all means, there’s always 
CyberArts International, a high-tech 
entertainment/technology conference 


... continued on page 7 


The Blooming Rose 


by Louis M. Brill 


Spring has sprung! The skies are blue 
and the birds and the bees flutter about 
celebrating the end of Winter. No 
greater proof is needed than searching 
about one’s garden as new flowers 
carefully transform from buds into various 
flower petal patterns. As these flower 
petals unfold, they do so in a time zone 
whose movements are indecipherable to 
the human eye. Yet, this can be 
captured: Through the magic of film and 
holographic stereograms we are 
pleased to present an ode to spring 
titled: The Blooming Rose. When 
properly illuminated in direct sunlight or 
under an incandescent light (preferably 
from an unfrosted bulb) the unfolding 
beauty of the rose coming to bloom is 
revealed. 
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As reported by Gwen Hagaman, this 
stereogram hologram was created by 
Craig Newswanger of CFC Applied 
Holographics. “I’ve tried before to film 
this kind of blooming sequence. What | 
got was lots of footage of roses 
withering,” explained Newswanger. 

“It was amazing to find good stock 
footage,” film previously shot by another 
artist. The footage that created the 
stereogram was a timelapse sequence 
of a rosebud maturing to full blossom. 
About 80 frames of stock footage were 
used from The Image Bank to dramatize 
the blooming sequence. The film 
footage was converted into its 
holographic counterpart which. in turn 
was transformed into the embossed-foil 
that beautifies our cover. | 


More than create just a pretty hologram, 
Smith & McKay Printing has transferred 
The Blooming Rose to a greeting card 
format as a perfect way of sending 
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spring tidings with a little extra flair. The 
card is designed well enough that one 
could also as easily frame it, making it 
an excellent gift just as it is. 


Smith & McKay Printing is involved in 
hot stamping embossed-foil holograms 
for stationery including letterheads and 
envelopes, business cards, and note 
cards. The company has also created 
an excellent collection of greeting cards 
representing the holographic work of 
many individuals and companies 
capable of creating embossed foil 
holograms. Other images include an 
eagle, the world, a carousel horse, a 
clown (both of these are in color), a 
tropical fish, a pocket watch and now 
The Blooming Rose. 


The Blooming Rose was created by Craig 
Newswanger of CFC Applied Holographics 
and hotstamped onto greeting card stock by 
Smith & McKay Printing. Holograms were 
donated to Ylem by Smith & McKay Printing. 


Ylem Forum: Complexity 
Wednesday, May 5, 7:30 pm 
McBean Theatre, The Exploratorium, 3601 


Lyon St, San Francisco 
415-563-7337 


and these new interactive art pieces: Upcoming Programs — 
Meanderings, a water display by Ylem 
member Michael Brown; Cloud Rings,by Ned 


Kahn; Water Waves, a video work by Andrej 


May 27: Movie Magic (see 
below) 
Ylem Field Trip in June: Artist-in- 


Mark Pauline: Swarmers. Pauline describes 
how Survival Research Labs has created a 
team of robots for performances that exhibit 
flocking behavior. 


Michael McGuire: The Aesthetics of 
Complexity. The author of An Eye for Fracta 
believes that the study of complexity is not 
new. It has been a longstanding one in the 
arts. 


Milton Van Dyke: Fluid Dynamics and 
Complexity. Van Dyke is the author of An 
Album of Fluid Flow. 


Sculptor Michael Brown will describe his 
Exploratorium exhibit, Meanderings (see 
below}. 


Mark Carranza: Mirroring of Mind. Evolving 


sharable mental systems as art. Carranza is 
founder of Society for the Prevention of 
Design. 

In Addition to the Forum: 


Before the program, plan to tour the 
Exploratorium display on the Game of Life; 


Special thanks fo L.A.S.E.R. NEWS for 
providing background information on 
The Blooming Rose. For information on 
holographic greeting cards, contact 
Stefanie at Smith & McKay printing, 
408-292-8901. 


ls 


Zdravic; and one on erosion called Terraforms 


by Al Jarnow. 


In the lobby at intermission: Trudy Myrrh 
Reagan: Demonstration of paper marbling. 


Jim Thompson: LED arrays. 


Residence Program, San 
Francisco Disposal Site with Jo 
Hanson. 

July 7 Forum: Art Outside the 
System 


2nd Annual Ylem Benetit: Movie Magic 
Thursday, May 27," 7pm 


McBean Theatre, The Exploratorium 
3601 Lyon St., San Francisco 


$10 members, $20 non-members 
Info: Louis M. Brill, 415-664-0694 


Peek behind the scenes in movie productions! What is the future 


of film entertainment? Can computer graphic personalities 


replace actors? When horrific creatures stagger across the screen, 
how much is the actor, and how much a special effect? What 
happens when auditorium seats literally follow the movie's 


action? 


Unusual computer graphics, creature effects, ride films and 


other specialties. 


News of Members 


When Computer Literacy Bookshop 
celebrated its 10th anniversary with ten 
days of events in Silicon Valley, Beverly 
& Hans Reiser presented their 
interactive multimedia installation, Life 
on a Slice, on the Amiga. tt will also 


~ appear at the INTERCHI (Interact/ 


Computer Human Interface) Conference 
in Amsterdam April 24-29 ... Frances 
Valesco recently unveiled her new work 
“The Quilt Mural,” at Spring Valley 
School in San Francisco ... A computer 
art show at Art Atfack Gallery in San 
Francisco included works by Kit Monroe 
Pravda, Diane Fenster, and Nance 
Paternoster ... A computer-assisted 
etching, Homage to William Blake, by 
Edith Smith, is being shown at the 
University of Idaho ... BodySynth, the 
device created by Ed Severinghaus that 


allows dancers’ muscle signals to 
generate music, was used in a hitech 
tap dance at a recent performance, 
Spoon Fest Beia Test, in San Francisco 
... The cover of The Encyclodepia of 
Living Artists, 7th ed., published by Art 
Network, features the art of Daria $.H. 
Barclay ... Ronald R. Brown’s art/ 
music ideas appear under the topic of 
“Chess Music” in Mazes for the Mind, a 
recent book by Clifford A. Pickover ... 
and Scott Kim’s Infinity Spiral Inversion 
appears in the 1993 Mathematics 
Calendar edited by Theoni Pappas. 
Puzzles Beyond the Borders of the Mind, 
a puzzle exhibit at the Atlanta 
International Museum of Art and Design, 
is showing his game, Heaven & Earth. 
Also in Atlanta, GA, Kim attended a 
tribute to Martin Gardner, author of 
many puzzle books. Gardner, who 
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Events 


April 1, 12 noon 

Saint Stupid's Day Parade 

A silly, chaotic romp through the San Francisco 
financial district during lunch hour. A 
Cacophony event. Just show up at: 
Embarcadero Plaza, San Francisco, CA 


April 1 — August 31 

The Steel Pan Project 

Beginning in April, the Exploratorium and Mills 
College present The Steel Pan Project, a series 
of free interactive public workshops, 
demonstrations, and classes exploring the 
history, development, & music of the steel pan 
of Trinidad, West Indies. The steel pan is the 
only widely-used instrument invented in the 
twentieth century. The Exploratorium, 3601 
Lyon St., San Francisco, CA 94123; 
415-561-0361; Mills College, 510-430-1324 


April 2-3, 10 am—3 pm 

Future Tools (Santa Fe, NM) 

This peek at the future of computer graphics is 
free and open to anyone. Demonstrations and 
displays will be in the Jemez Rooms, Campus 
Center and computer labs (rooms 603 and 604) 
Santa Fe Community College, Santa Fe, NM; 
Info: 505-438-1319 


April 7 

Alexis Smith 

Alexis Smith makes art from junk collected at 
swap meets and junk shops in Southern 
California. Her work is a commentary that 
addresses contemporary urban concerns. Free. 
Mills, Lucie Stern Room 100, Art Department, 
5000 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland, CA 94613; 
510-430-2117 


April 8-10, 9 am 

Digital Alchemy (Minneapolis) 

This is perhaps the largest gathering of regional 
professionals working in digital media. The 
Electronic Artist Group is presenting a broad 
survey: Computer animation, digital video, 
digital print and interactive multimedia. At the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel at 1300 Nicollet Mall, 
downtown Minneapolis. Electronic Artist Group, 
PO Box 580783, Minneapolis, MN 55458; 
612-649-4641 


April 10, 1-5 pm 

Steel Pan In-Depth 

Demonstration with hands-on participation 
designed for musicians, teachers, composers 
and advanced students. Followed by workshops 
on Mon. evenings, April 12, 19, 26 from 7:30-10 
pm at Mills, Music Rm. 2 and continuing 
through June. Concert Hall, Mills College, 
5000 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 94613 
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April 11, 1 pm 

Alice In Wonderland Picnic 

Follow the White Rabbit to Golden Gate Park 
for a picnic & tea party with some memorable 
characters, great outfits & fine food. A 
Cacophony event. Call for details: 
707-553-9977 


April 13-15 
International Symposium: Creativity and 
Cognition (Leicestershire, England) 

Ylem member Daria S.H. Barclay will be 
speaking at the International Symposium on 
Creativity and Cognition sponsored by the 
Loughborough University of Technology in 
England. Lutchi Research Centre, 
Loughborough University of Technology, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE113TU, UK; 
tel. 0509-222789; fax 0509-610815 


April 13-16 

Multimedia Communications 93 

(Banff, Alberta) 

MMC ’93, “Forging the Links: Market- 
Technology-Policy,” will focus on the 
convergence of the technical and policy 
aspects of multimedia communications 
applications and their markets. The conference 
explores multimedia applications for the arts, 
education, training and business, both 
networked and stand-alone. 
matusima@tansei.cc.u-tokyo.ac.jp 


April 13-16 

Seybold Boston 

Computer graphics and publishing conference: 
color fonts, on-demand printing, hi-res 
Postscript, digital photography, Xpress and 
Xtensions and more. $595. Contact: Seybold, 
310-457-8500; fax -8599 


April 17 
Christopher K. Koenigsberg Thesis Concert 
Titled Your Life Up To Now: The Debate on 
Composition, this is a provocative multi-media 
event utilizing computer music, modern dance, 
35 mm, slides, thunder and lightning 
controllers and an actual panel of debaters. 
Free. Concert Hall, Mills College, 5000 
MacArthur Blvd, Oakland, CA 95613; 
510-430-2296 


April 18, 8 pm — 2 am (at least) 

Celebration by Synapse 

Closing night celebration for MAPS 
Conference. Synapse, an Ylem Affiliate, does 
immersion environments with live music by 
Pox Eclipse, with multi media. $10. 1015 
Folsom St, San Francisco, CA 
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April 24-29 

Human Factors in Computing Systems 
(Amsterdam) 

Conference in Amsterdam sponsored by two 
interface-design organizations, CHI in U.S. and 
INTERACT in Europe (INTERCHI). Includes 
peripheral shows of performance and 
multimedia art, including Life on a Slice, an 
interactive piece by Beverly and Hans Reiser et 
al. Contact: INTERCHI, 415-738-1200; 

fax -1280 


April 25-28 
HOW Design Conference (Chicago) 


Focus will be on business and the creative 
process. Inside MTV Networked, Self- 
promotion strategies, Secrets of Pentagram’s 
Success, Licensing Opportunities, Designing 
ona Tight Budget, Billing Options, Interactive 
and 3D Design, and more. HOW Design 
Conference, Dept HW, 1507 Dana Ave., 
Cincinnati, OH 45207; 800-666-0963 


April 26-29 

National Computer Graphics Association 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Conference and Expo, Philadelphia Civic 
Center, PA. CAD/CAM, multimedia, graphics 
arts and design, visual communications, 
printing, publishing. National Computer 
Graphic Assn., 2722 Merrille Dr. #200, 
Fairfax, VA 22031; 703-698-9600; 

fax 703-560-2752 


April 28 

Live from AT&T Bell Labs 

TV program for school children will feature the 
Exploratorium in live hookup with Bell Labs in 
New Jersey in this episode. Nationally 
broadcast. Check local TV listings. 


April 29 — May 1 

Midwest Graphics ‘93 (Minneapolis) 
Held at Convention Center, Minneapolis, MN. 
Expo and seminars on electronic and desktop 
publishing and prepress. Reservations: 
Graphic Arts Show Co., 1899 Preston White 
Dr., Reston, VA 22091; 703-264-7200 


above: Bike/Rider, computer photoconstruction 
by Leslie P. Barta. 

below: Fractal landscape, computer art 

by Bettina Brendel 


All events and exhibits occur in the San Francisco 
Bay Area except where noted. Is your event or exhibit 
listed here? Send to Ylem Editor, 967 Moreno, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303; trudymyrrh@aol.com 
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May 5 
Ylem Forum: Complexity 
Details on page 3. 


February 24-27, 1994 

TED5 (Monterey, CA) 
Technology-Entertainment-Design, the 
oth conference. Not a techie 
conference, but a thinking conference. 
Speakers will include Stephen Jay 
Gould and James Burke. Register soon. 
Probably will be sold out 6~9 months in 
advance. Fee: $1,450. To be held in 
Monterey, CA. TED Conferences Inc., 
59 Wooster Street, New York, NY 
10012; 212-219-8993; 

fax 212-219-0583 


~ Slide Night Salon 


On the second Thursday of every 

month, Falkirk Cultural Center hosts an 
evening where artists gather to show 
slides and discuss process, content, 

and their work in the community. 
Reservations to show slides are 
required. Free. Falkirk Cultural Center, 
1408 Mission Ave. at E St., San Rafael, 
CA 94915; 415-485-3328 


Exhibits 


Through June 12 
This is Your Life 


Exerpts from Mickey McGowan’s 
Unknown Museum, a continually 
evolving assemblage of recent 
American artifacts such as memorable 
old movies and toys. The museum is 
homeless at the moment, but Falkirk 
Center is “putting it up” until June. 
Mickey McGowan will informally 
discuss his project on April'22 & May 
27 at 7 pm. Falkirk Cultural Center, 
1408 Mission Ave. at E St., San Rafael, 
CA 94915; 415-485-3328 


April 1 — June 22 

Rodin /Claudel Variations 

Ylem member Edith Smith is exhibiting 
her “Rodin/Claudel Variations, 36 works 
in watermedia. Institute for Research 
on Women and Gender, Stanford 
University, Stanford, CA 


April 1-30 

Singing the World into Existence 
Installation by Paul Panhuysen: Music 
with very long music strings, paper and 
live canaries. The Exploratorium, 3601 
Lyon St., San Francisco; 415-563-7337 


Through April 17 

Femalines (Sacramento, CA) 

A one-person installation/environment. 
Interactive Art by Ylem member Nancy 
Worthington. Institute for Design and 
Experimental Art (IDEA), 3414 4th Ave, 
Sacramento, CA 


April 6-22 

Reconstructing Nature 

Reception: Saturday, April 10, noon- 
2. The Euphrat Gallery will observe 
Earth Day 1993 with the exhibition 
Reconstructing Nature. Featured will be 
kinetic sound boxes from artist Mineko 
Grimmer’s North American Woods 
Series, sculpture from recycled 
materials by artist Francisco Perez, and 
an installation by local elementary 
school children. Euphrat Gallery, 
DeAnza College, Cupertino, CA 95014; 
408-864-8836 


April 6-26, when sun is down 

Luminous Earth Grid (Benicia, CA) 
Stuart Williams' huge outdoor 
environmental light sculpture described 
in the September Yiem Newsletter will 
be visible northeast of San Francisco 
from: Interstate 80 near Benicia, CA; 
Info: 510-793-6543 


Through April 10 
Destiny’s Feast 


An installation by Stephanie Wilger 
combining nature and multimedia. 
Mace Space for Art, 1319 Pine (at 


' Hyde), San Francisco, CA 94109; 


415-931-9670 


Through April 16 

Computer Age Fine Art 

Painting, scupture and interactive media 
by artists whose work is either inspired 
by computer technology or whose 
images are derived through the use of 
the computer as a studio tool. Includes 
Ylem members Sidney Cash, Stewart 
Dickson, Barbara Nessim, Lillian 
Schwartz, Joan Truckenbrod. Displayed 
at the Merrill Lynch Corporate Campus, 
800 Scudder Mill Road, Princeton, New 
Jersey. Contact: Mary Lou Bock, The 
Williams Gallery, 8 Chambers Street, 
Princeton, NJ 08542; 609-921-1142 


Through May 21 

Where We Are 

Ylem Editor Trudy Myrrh Reagan shows 
her NASA Works (Not Actually Scientific 
Achievements) which simulate how 
Earth looks from 50 miles up, and two 
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new backlit paintings using science images. 
The latter are acrylic paintings on clear 
plexiglas. Palo Alto Medical Clinic, 300 
Homer Ave. 3rd floor, Palo Alto, CA 94301; 
info: Trudy, 415-856-9593 _~—s- 


Opportunities 


Deadline April 9 

7th Annual National Educational 

Media Market 

Nat'l Ed. Film & Video Festival, Oakland, CA. 
Late submissions accepted until April 30 with a 
late fee. Open to films, videos, interactive 
media; works in progress OK. Entry fees $25- 
55. National Educational Media Market, 655 
13th St., Oakland, CA 94612; 510-465-6885; 
fax -2835 


Deadline April 15 

Artists Consider the Environment 
(Jamestown, NY) 

Apparently open to all. Work in all media (incl. 
film/video) which addresses “current 
environmental issues.” Show opens in 
November. No fees; send max. 10 slides (or 
film/video), resume, support materials, SASE. 
Environment Forum Gallery, Jamestown 
Community College, PO Box 20, Jamestown, 
NY 14702-0020; 716-665-9107 


Deadline April 15 

But Is It Art.....Currents in Electronic 
Imaging (Tacoma, WA 

Submit six slides, resume and an artist’s 
statement. If you are interested in inclusion in 
catalogue, book or CD/Rom Disk, please 
include permission for slide duplication. Bea 
Geller, Art Dept, Pacific Lutheran University, 
Tacoma, WA 98447; 205-535-7580 


Deadline April 15 

FISEA 93 (Minneapolis) 

Fourth International Symposium on Electronic 
Art Conference November 3-7, 1993, 
Minneapolis, MN. Paticipants: artists, 
scientists, arts critics, curators, educators, and 
others interested in the use of electronics in the 
arts. (Other deadlines: Performance/Concert: 
May 15; Art Show, Electronic Theater, Poster 
Sessions: June 15; Slide Show, Listening 
Room: July 15). Program Director: Ylem 
member Roman Verostko FISEA 93, 
Minneapolis College of Art & Design; 2501 
Stevens Ave S; Minneapolis, MN 55404; 
612-874-3754; fax -3732; fisea93@mcad.edu., 
roman@mead. edu 612-825-2720 
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Deadline April 15 

Images ‘93 (State College, PA) 

$2,000 awards. Open to artists in the mid- 
Atlantic region. 2- and 3-D media. $20. Show 
July 1-30 Images ’93, Central Penn. Festival 
of the Arts, PO Box 1023, State College, PA 
16804; 814-237-3682; fax -0708 


Deadline April 15 

New York City Experimental Video 

and Film Festival. (Brooklyn, NY) 

The Experimental Video and Film Festival seeks 
to unify video and film. Awards of $200 are 
given to ten finalists. Formats: VHS or Beta; 
Fees: $15; Categories: Experimental Film; 
Video Art; Hybrid Work. Festival Date: May— 
June. Hunter Yoder, 178 Union St. #4L, 
Brooklyn, NY 11231; 718-858-3140 


Deadline April 23 

24th Sinking Creek Film/Video Festival. 
(Vanderbilt, TN) 

June 19-26. $8,000 cash awards. 16mm, 3/4". 
Animation, documentary, experimental, 
narrative. Sinking Creek Festival, 402 Sarratt 
Student Center, Vanderbilt Univ., Nashville, 
TN 37240; 615-322-2471 


Deadline April 30 

Urban Outhouse Design Competition 

(Fair Haven, VT) 

Seeking designs of urban outhouses providing 
dignified hygienic, cost-effective, and safe 
answers to urban needs. $5,000 top award; 
additional $4,600 awards. Open to all. If it isn’t 
fun, don’t do it. And...don’t forget the little 
things...like a coathook, a shelf for handbags 
and briefcases, and a mirror long enough so 
that 6-foot tall men...and 5-foot women can 
see what they need to see.” Winning designs 
will be shown in late May at the Municipal Art 
Society of New York Gallery, NYC $5.99/entry. 
Craig Markcrow, Vermont Structural Slate 
Co., PO Box 98, Fair Haven, VT 05743; 


802-265-4933; fax -3865 


Deadline May 1 

10th Odense Film Festival (Odense, 
Denmark) . 

Jul. 30-Aug. 5, Denmark. Awards DKK 94,000. 
Live or animated 16mm or 35mm films, 
produced after 8/1/89, max. 60 minutes, in two 
categories: fairy tales, experimental/ 
imaginative Odense Film Festival Int'l, 
Slotsgade 5, DK-5000 Odense C, Denmark; 
tel. 45-6613-1372, x4294. 


Interactions (New York City) 

The New Digital Imaging. “The continuing and 
expanding use of the computer as a substantial 
and viable tool for creative work” including 
digital imagery, multi-media works, computer 
interactive activities. Deadline unclear, but 
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show opens Sept. 14. International Center of 
Photography, 1130 5th Ave., New York, NY 
10128;.212-860-1777 


Special Interest Groups 

SIGGRAPH 93 welcomes and encourages 
groups to convene around virtually any 
subjects related to computer graphics. The 
conference will provide meeting space and 
publicity. Phillip Getto, SIGGRAPH 93 Special 
interest Groups Chair, Rasna Corporation, 
2590 N. 1st Street # 200 San Jose, CA 95131; 
408-922-7204, ext 271; fax: 408-922-7256; 
sigs.s93@siggraph.org 


Needs & Offerings 


Donate! Donate! Recycle 

Your Computer Parts 

The Computer Recycling Center is a non-profit 
organization that has a goal to recycle 200 or 
more computers per month. They do this by 
taking your old computer or computer 
equipment and refurbishing them to make 
working systems. These working computers 
are then installed at schools. All donations are 
tax-deductible. Computer Recycling Center, 
555 Weddell Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94089; 
408-734-5030; fax: -5099, BBS: -5098 


FineArt Forum Online Bibliography 

The Online Bibliography is intended to become 
a comprehensive bibliography of books and 
publications that will interest readers involved 
with art, science and technology. It may 
include out-of-print historical material, limited 
circulation documents, unpublished theses and 
other rare/strange items. Send submissions to: 
Online Bibliography, ArtCom, PO Box 3123 
Rincon Annex, San Francisco, CA 94119-3123 
or Diffusion i Media, 4487 rue Adam, 
Montreal, Canada; fax +1 601-325-3850 


IDEA/International Directory 

of Electronic Arts 

IDEA covers the whole range of activities in the 
field of art & technology: computer Art, 
computer animation, video, interactive art, 
networking, holography, sound works, space- 
sky art, robotic art, virtual reality, etc. 
Bilingual, French/English, this unique Directory 
includes in this second edition more than 2800 
addresses world wide: Organizations, Artists, 
People, and Periodicals. Mail order sales in 
dollars: ArtCom, PO Box 3123 Rincon Annex, 
San Francisco, CA 94119-3123 or Diffusion i 
Media, 4487 rue Adam, Monireal, Canada; 
fax +1 601-325-3850 


Some calendar items reprinted from Art Calendar (the 
monthly marketing and career management journal 
for artists, PO Box 199, Upper Fairmount, MD 21867. 
Subscriptions $32/yr.), Rough Draft (from the San 
Francisco Cacaphony Society), Video Networks (from 
Bay Area Video Coalition), Leonardo Newsletter and 
FineArts Forum e-mail. 


Virtually Yours, continued from page 2 


* Rat Fink! 


book review by Mike Mosher 


which explores VR as the method of 
choice for interfacing people, places and 
things. onto the net. The conference, 
which is highly informative and 
entertaining, was captured in print as a 
book titled CyberArts: Exploring Arts & 
Technology by VRG coordinator Linda 
Jacobson (reviewed in last month's issue 
of {Ylem}. 


To jump on the net in 1993, try both 
Meckler and CyberArts International, 
which will return with bigger and better 
presentations, both sponsoring panel 
sessions, demonstrations and free exhibit 
hall access—you can virtually bet on it! 


Accéss Sources: 
Meckler-VR93, May 19-21, Fairmont. 
Hotel, San Jose, CA; 800-635-5537. 


Exhibit Hall: free, registration: on site 


Spectrum Dynamics: VR hardware/ 
software catalog. 3336 Richmond Ave. 
#226, Houston, TX 77098 


PCVR, Gradecki Publishing, 1706 
Sherman Hill Road, #A, Laramie, WY 
82070 ($26/6 issues) 


CyberArts International: Halloween 
weekend '93. Location to be announced. 
Exhibit Hall: free. Info: 20085 Stevens 
Creek Blvd., Cupertino CA 


CyberArts: Exploring Arts & Technology by 
Linda Jacobson (Miller Freeman, $22.95, 
408-848-5296] 


Virtual Reality Group: Linda Jacobson, 
lindaj@well.sf.ca.us or 415-826-4716 


Cyber Bulletin Board Service: 
510-527-9012 


Louis M. Brill is a special projects coordinator for 
Ylem. He contributes frequently to the newsletter and 
produces an occasional Ylem forum. This year he will 
host Meckler’s opening day panel session on 
introductory VR. 


Confessions of a Rat Fink: The Life and - 
Times of Ed “Big Daddy” Roth by Ed 
Roth with Howie Kusten (Pharos Books, 
New York, 1992, 180 pp., $12.95). 


Many techno-artists—especially male— 
of a certain fortyesque age encountered 
their first artist melding and welding Art 
(usually monster) and Technology 
(automotive) in the person of Ed “Big 
Daddy" Roth. The “Big Daddy" of our 
boyhood was a smiling, corpulent 
goateed elf who, with a staff of young 
brilliants (like painter Robert Williams), 
went around stencilling and airbrushing 
monster designs on T-shirts at Hot Rod 
shows and nitro-burning drag races in 
the 1960s. Well, Roth’s still around, still 
plugging away, and herein tells tall 
tales. 


Roth sculpts automobiles, 
customizing futuristic 
hybrids like the “Road 
Agent,” “Druid Princess” 
and bubbletopped 
“Mysterion.” He is.a 
memorable cartoonist 
who in ink would plug 
bug-eyed “weirdos" 
into his contraptions or 
equally carefully 
rendered stock Detroit 
vehicles. Roth, and other car customizers 
like George Barris of television’s 
“Munsters” cars and “Monkeemobile, “ 
got a whole subgeneration of America’s 
lads talking “racing slicks” and 
“hemispherical heads,” assembling 
plastic model kits of these creations (talk 
about interactive art multiples!), and 
most of all, drawing 8-ball gearshifts 
and hungry windscoops atop roaring © 


© Ed Roth 
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Horrible Facial Cancers Resulting from Cellular Phone Use, computer art by Mike Mosher 


engines. The 
drawings 
were what 
carried his 
fame around 
the country, 
and for a kid 
to draw like 
Roth was to 
partake in a 
tiny fragment 
of his power. 
Roth gave even the most outlandish 
monsters—like his cash cow the 
sweating, bloodshot and fly-bait Rat 
Fink®—credibility by pairing them with 
hip, technically inventive muscle cars. 


© Ed Roth 


- The Japanese have successfully used a 


similar combination of exaggerated 


_ characters and carefully-drawn 


technology in their own manga 
comics in the intervening 
decades, but with none of the 
greasy funk of our Big Daddy. 


- Roth’s illustrated book makes 
cheerful reading, though not 
enough detail is given in 
hurried confessions like that of 
his religious conversion to the 

Latter-Day Saints (Mormons), 
presumably part of his decision to 

move from southern California to 

Utah. The autobiography came out 

shortly before Christmas, and may still 

be found in bookstores. 


Meanwhile Roth’s artwork continues on 
the same crazy course. His own current 
"Dumb Junk" catalog includes most of 
the classic T-shirt designs and is 
available for $3.95 from Ed Roth, 296 
East 400 South, Manti, UT 84642. 
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Vice-President International Society for the Arts, 


Trudy Myrrh Reagan Sciences and Technology 
Nancy Frank, Frank Relations 
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Fleanor Kent Fred Stitt, San Francisco Institute of 
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PO Box 749, Orinda, CA 94563 


For submissions to this publication or regarding its content, please see below. 
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Contributions are most welcome ©1993 Ylem 


The Ylem Newsletter welcomes Ylem members’ art 
and articles, notices of events, exhibitions, etc. Art 
submitted must reproduce well with b&w copy 
machine. If you have done art on a Macintosh, you 
may send us a disk. Please include title, date 
created, medium and phone number. Articles should 
be 400-800 words long, preferably on a Mac disk. 
Send to. Ylem Editor (see below), 


Ylem’s Two Addresses: 


Submissions and notices Membership info., any other 

for Newsletter, write: Ylem business, write: 

Ylem Editor, 967 Moreno Ave. Ylem (main office) 

Palo Alto, CA 94303; PO Box 749 

Trudy, (41 5) 856-9593 Orinda, CA 94563 ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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